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TO THE 'PUBLIC. /

BOOKS of travels, journals and voyages, have become so
numetous, apd are so frequently imposilons on the public, that the
writer of the f'ollm'ving sheets feelg under gn-obligatioﬁ to explain, in
some measure, the original circumstances that led to the produc-
tion of this velume, Soon after the purchase of Louigiana, by an
culightened administeation, measures were taken to explore the
then unknown wilds of our western country, measures founded on
principles of scientific pursuits, combined with a view of entering
ito a chain of philantrophic arvangements for meliorating the con-
dition of the Indians who inhabit those vast plains and deserts.  His
excellency, Merriwether Lewis, then 2 coptain of the first regiment
of infuntry, was selected by the President of the United States, in con-
junciion with capt. ", Clarke, to explore the then unknown sources
ol the Missouri, and T was chasen to trace the Mississippl to its
source, with the objects in view contemplated by my instructions ;
to which I conceived my duty, as a soldier should induce me, to add
un investigation iato the views of the British traders in that quarter,
ws 1o trade, and an chquiry into the limits of the territories of the
United States and Great Britain.  As a man of humanity and feel-
ing, I made use of the name of my government to stop the savage
warlare which had for ages been carried on by two of the most pow-
crful nations of Abovigines in North America.  Why 1 did not exe-
cute the power vested in me by the laws of the country, to ruin the
British traders and enrich mysell, by scizing on the immense pro-
perly of the North West campany, which I found in the acknow-
ledged boundary of the United States, will e cxplained by iy Ict-
ter to 1lugh MGillis, & 28 o whom | owe cternal gratitude fur his
polite and hospitable treatment of myseliand party.
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In the execution of this voyage I had no gentleinan to aid me,
and I literally performed the duties (as fac as my limited abilitics
permitted) of astronomer, surveyor, commanding officer, clerk, spy,
guide, and bunter ; frequently preceding the party for miles, in ar-
der to reconnoitre, and returning in the evening, hungry and fatigued,
to sit down in the open air, by fire light, to copy the notes and plot
the courses of the day.  On my return from the Mississippi voyage,
preparations wore making for a second, which was to he conduct-
ed by another gentleman of the army ; but gdneral Wilkinson so-
licited as a favor that (whick he had a right to command) viz. that
1 would agree to take charge of the expedition. The late dangers
and bardships 1 had undergone, together with the idea of again leav-
ing rmy family in a strange country, distaut from their connections,
made me hesitate; but the ambition of 2 soldier, and the spirit of
enterprize, which was inherent in my breast, induced me to agreo
to his proposition. The great objects in view by this expedition (as
Y conceived) in addition to vy instructions, were to attagh the Indians
te our governmient, and to acquire such geographical knowledge of
the south-western boundary of Louisiana as to cnable government to
enter into a definitive arcaugement for a linc of demarkation be-
tween that territory and North Mexico.

In this expedition I had the assistance of lieutenant James Hii-
kinson, and also of doctor John H. Robinson, a young genticman of
scicnce and enterprize, wlio voluntecred his services. I also was
fitted out with a complete set of astronomical and mathematical in-
struments, which enabled me to ascertain the geographical situation
of various places to a degree of exactitude, that would have been ex-
tremely gratifying to all lovers of science, had 1 not been so unfor-
tunate as to loose the greater part of my papers by the seizure of
the - panish government,

With respect to the great acquisitions which might have been
made to the sciences of botany and zoology, [ can only observe, that
ncither my education nor taste led me to the pursuity and if they
Liad, my mind was too mucl engrossed in making the arrangements
for our subsistance and safety, to give time to scrutinize the produc-
tions of the countrics over which we travelled, with the cye of a Lin-
naeus or Buffon, yet doctor Robinson did make some observations
on those subjects which he has not yet communicated. With re-
spect to the Spanish part, it has been suggested to me by some re-
spected friends, that the picture I drew of the manners, morals, &c.
plindividuals, generally of New Spain, ifa good likeness was certain-
Iy not making a proper return for the hospitality and Kkindness with
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which those people honored me ; those reasons have induced me to
omit many transactions, and draw a veil over various habits and cus-
toms which might appear in an unfavorable point of view, at the
same time that I have dwelt with delight on their virtues.

There has not been wanting, persons of varieus ranks, who have
cndeavored to infuse the idea into the minds of the public, that the
last voyage was undertaken through some sinister designs of gene-
ral Wilkinson ; and although this report has been amply refuted by
two letters from the secretary of war, published with this work; yet
I cannnot forbear in this public manner, declaring the insinuation to
be a groundless calumny, arising from the envenomed breasts of per-
sons, who through enmity to the general, would in attempting his
ruin, hurl destruction on all those, who cither through their official
stations or habits of friendship, ever had any connection with that
gentleman.

As a-military man—as a soldier from the time I was able to
bear arms, it cannot be expected that a’ production of my pen can
stand the test of criticism, and I hope by this candid appeal to the
justice and indulgence of the learned, to induce them, to spare
their censure if they cannot award their praise.

The gentleman who prints this work, knows under what a va-
riety of disadvantages it has gone to the press.* At a distance dur-
ing its publication, and engaged in my professional duties, it was
impossible to give to it that attention, which in order to reach its
proper degree of correctness such a work necessarily would require.

(Signed) Z. M, PIKE.

* THE PUBLISHER owes it to truth, and to colonel Pike, to state that he
very much doubts whether any book ever went to press under so many disadvan~
tages as the one now presented to the public. “Some of those disadvantages must
be obvious to every man who reads the work ; but there were many others of a
nature not sufliciently interesting for publication, yet of sufficient magnitude ta
retard the work, embarrass the publisher, and impose more anxicty than has
{allen to bis lot in the various books which he has published. It is however, con-
fidently believed, that notwithstanding all those circumstances, the JourNAr and

its arpeNDIxES Will be found pasticulusly intcresting and pregnant with impor-
tant information.



TO THE PRESIDENT

AND MEMBERS OF THE U. S. M. P. s.

—— —

FELLON" SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS,

IN presuming to claim your protection and patron-
age for the following production, 1 feel less diffidence,
knowing, that the very institution of the society will plead
in my favor, it being avowedly formed for the promotion
of military knowledge. |

The work is merely a volume of details, and if it
should be found that in the relation, I have delivered my-
self with perspicuity and exactitude, it is the highest meed
of praise that I claim. When I touched on abstract sub-
jects, or presumed to hypothesize, T have merely suggested
doubts without conclusions, which, if deemed worthy, may
hercafier be analyzed by men of genius and science. It
being a work which has arisen from the events of youtha
ful military exertions, the author, perhaps, has the most
just and well founded ground for a hope that it may re-
ceive the solicited approbation of your honorable insti-
tation. . ‘

[ am, gentlemen, with the greatest rcsPect‘fnd high
consideration,

Your obedient servant,
Z. M. PIKE, Major,
6th Regt. infantry, M. 1. 5. M. P Society,



APPENDIX TO PART 1l

A DISSERTATION

UN THE SOIlL, RIVERS, PRODUCTIONS, ANIMAL AND VEGETABLY,
WITH GENERAL NOTES ON THE INTERNAL PARTS OF LOUISI-
ANA, COMPILED FR OMOBSERVATIONS MADE BY CAPT. Z. M. PIKE,
IN A LATE TOUR FROM THE MOUTH OF THE MISSOURI, TO TIIE
MEAD WATERS OF THE ARKANSAW AND RIO DEL NORTE IN
TUE YEARS 1806 AND 1807 ; INCLUDING OBSERVATIONS ON TR
ABORIGINES OF I'MIE COUNTRY.

I'RONMI the entrance of the Missouri, on the south bank, the
fand 1s low, until you arrive at Belle Fontuine, four miles from its
cutrance.  In this distance are several strata of soll, one Fising
above the other.  As the river is cutting off the novth point, and
muking land on the south, this is wek timbered with ok, walnut,
ash, &e. &e.

I'rom Belle ontaine to St. Charles, the north side of the Mis-
sourt is low, bounded on its banks by timbered lund, extending from
hadla mile w one mile from the river. On the south side the boltoms
are narrow, the hills frequently coming in on the viver.  Six iiics
below St Charles, on the south side, in front of a villuge catled Flo-
1ssant, is a coal hilly orasitis termed by the French, La Charbon-
nicre. "T'his is one solid stone hill, which probably aftords suflicieny
fucl for alt'the population of Louisiana. St Charles is situated on
the west side of the Missouri, where the Lill first joins the river,
1 1y daid out pavallel to the stream.
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The main street on the first bank, the 2nd. on the top of the hill,
On this sireet is situated a round wooden tower, formerly vecupicd
by the Spaniards us a fort or guard house, now converted into a pri-
son.  Irom this tower you have an extensive view of the river Le.
low. St Charles consists of about 80 houscs, principally oceupivd
by Indian traders or their engagees.  Itis the scat of justice for
the distiict of St. Charles.

I'vom St. Charles to the villarre of La Chatrrette, the west silr
1s gencrally fow, but hills running parallel at a greeat distance b,
from the river: on the south side, more hilly with springs.  Seat
tering settlements on both sides.

La Charrette, is the last scttlement we saw on the Misswouri,
althoug:h there is one above, at asalineon the west side. From La
Charrette to the Gasconade river, you find on the north, low land
heavily timbered.  On the south, hills, rivulets and a small numbe:
of small creeks; very bigh canc. The Gasconade is 200 yards
wide at its entrance ; is navigable at certain scasons 100 miles. At
the time we were at ity it was backed by the Mississippi, but was
clear and transparent, above their confluence.  On the opposite
side to their confluence, commences the line between the Sac In-
dtans and the United States.

Irom the Gasconade to the entrance of the Osage river, the
south side of the river is hilly, but well timbered,  On the noith
arc low bottoms and heavy timber;  In this space of the Missouti,
from its entrance to the Osage viver, we find it well timbered, rich
soily and very proper for the cultivation of all the productions of our
middle and western states.  Itis timbered generally with cotten
wood, ash, oak, pecan, hickory and with some elin ; but the cotton
wood predominates on all the made bottoms,  From the entrance of
the Osage viver, to the Gravel river, a distance of 118 niles, the
banks ol the Usape are covered with timber, and possess a very
vich soil.  Small hills, with vocks, alternately border the casterp ans!
western shores 5 the bottoms being very excellent soil, and the ¢ro
try obounding in game. LFrom thence to the Yungar, the tiver
continues the same appeavance 3 the shoals and ishads being desyr -
nated on the chart. "t he Yungar (or Ne-liem-got) as termed by
the Indians, derives its pame from the vast number of springs .
its seurce 5 itis supposed to be nearly as extensive asthe Qaage
viver, navignble for canoes 100 miles, and i3 celebrated for the
abundance of beary, which are found onits branches,  On it hant
the Chasseurs du Bois of Louisiapa, Osage, and Creeks{or Musto
gees) o wandering party ef which have established themseltes r:
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Louisiana, and betwecn whom and the Freuch hunters, frequent
skirndshies have passed on the head of the Yungayr.

A few wmiles aliove this river, the Osage river becomes nar-
rower, and evidently shews the loss experienced by the deficiency
of the water of the Yungar,  On the I, shore is a pond of water,
about 20 paces from the Lank of the river, and half a mile in cir-
cutnderence 3 it was clevated at feast 20 feet above the surfuce of
the viver.  "Fhis appearcd the more singular, as the soil appeared
to be sandy, from whence it would be conciluded, that the waters of
the pond would speedily discharge itscl through the soil into the
river 3 but there appeared to be no reason for any such deduction.

I'rom thence to a few niles below the Park, (sce chart) the
Lanks of the river continue as usual.  We now, for the fivst time,
were cntertained with the sight of prairie land, but it still was in-
terspersed with clumps of woodland, which diversified the pros-
pect. . .
I this district the ciffs which ‘generally bordered one of the
sides of the rivery, were covered with the largest and most beautiful
cedars T ever saw.,  From thence to the Grand Forks, the banks of
the river continue the same, but from hence up to the Osage towa,
there is a larger proportion of prairie. At the place where M.
Chouteau formerly had his trading establishment, the cast bunk of
the river is an entire bed of stone coal ; from whence by land to the
villugres, is but 9 miles, but by water at least 50. The country
round the Osage villages, is one of the most beauiiful the cye ever
beheld.  'The three branches of the river, viz: the large east fork,
the middle one (up which we ascended,) and the northern one, all
winding round and past the villages, giving the advantages of wood
and watcr—and at the same time, the extensive praivies crowned
with rich and luxuriant grass and flowers—gently diversified by the
rising swells, und sloping lawns—prescenting to the warm imagina-
tion the future scats of husbandry, the numerous herds of domestic
animals, which are no doubt destined to crown with joy those happy
plains.  The best comment 1 can make on the navigation of the
Osage river, is a reference to my chart and journal on that subject.
From the last village on the Missouri to the prairies on the Osage
river, we found plenty of deer, bear, Iand some turkies. 1'rom
thence to the towns, there are some elk and decr, but near the vil-
lages they become scarce.

From the Osage towns to the source of the Osage river, theve
1s no dilference ip the uppearance of the country, cxcept that onthe
couth and cast, the view on the prairies becomes unbounded, and is
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only limited by the imbecility of our sight, The waters of the
White river and the Osage, are divided merely by a sl ridpe
in the pratvie, and the dry branches appear to interlock at their head.
I'rom thence to the main branch of said river, the country appeared
high and gravelly ridges of prairie land.  On the main White river
is large timber and fine ground for cultivation. llence a doulit
arises as to the disemboguing of this stream.  Lt. Wilkinson {rom
sote authority, has drawn the conclusion, that it discharges itscll
into the Arkansaw, a short distance below the Vermillion rviver—
but from the voyages of capt. Maney, on the I7ize viver, the inlor-
mation of hunters, Indians, &c. I am rather induced to believe it o
be the White river of the Mississippi—as at their mouths therve is
not so great a difference between their magnitude ; and all persons
agree in ascértaining that the White river heads between the Osage
river, Arkansaw and Kanses rivers, which would still leave the
Avkansaw near 800 miles more lengthy than the White river. From
these proofls, I am pretty confident in asserting, that this was the
White river of the Mississippi which we crossed. At the place
where we traversed it, the strecam was amply navigable for canoes,
even at this dry season (August) of the year.

Up this river to the dividing ridges, between it and the Verdi-
grisc river, the bottom is of some magnitude and importance, hut
the latter river is bounded here in a narrow bed of praivie hills, al-
fording not more than suflicicnt timber for fire wood for a limited
number of inhabitants for a few years.  From the Verdigrise, our
course again lay over gravelly hills and a prairic country, but well
watercd by the branches of the Verdigrise and White rivers (alias
Grand river.) From this point to the source of White river, there is
very little timber, the grass short, prairices Ligl and dry.  Trom the
Lead of White viver over the dividing ridge between that and the
Eastern branch of the Kans river, the ridge is high, dry, and has
many appcarances of iron ore, and on the West side S(nnclspm\"
springs—Ilerc the country is very deficient of water, from the
Last Branch of the Kans river (by our route) to the Pawnee repub-
lic on the republican fork, (sce chart) the prairies are low, ligh
grass, and the country abounds with salines, and the carth appears
to bee impregnated with nitrous and common salts,  The immedi-
ate border of the republican fork near the village is high ridges, but’
this is an exception to the general face of the country. Ali the
country, between the forks of the Kans river, a distance of 160
miles, may be called prairic, notwithstunding the horders of wond
Iand which ornament the bauks of those streams, hut are nomore
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than a ling traced on o shect of paper, when compared to the i
mense (uct of meadow country.

For some distance from the Osuge villages, you only tind deer,
then clk, then cabric and finatly buffulo.  Bud it is worthy of re-
mark, thut aithough the mule buflalo were in greut abundance, yet
inall our route from the Osage to the Pawnees we never saw one
female. T acknowledge myself at aloss o determine, whethen
this 15 to be attributed (o the decided preference the suvages give
to the meat of the female 5 and that conscquently they are ulimiost
exteriminated in the huming grounds of the nations—or (o sone
physical causes, for Fafterwards discovered the females with young
n such immense herds, as gave me no reason to belicve, they yickd-
¢d to the males in numbers,  From the Pawnce town on the Kan-
ses river, to the Arkansaw, the country may ahuost be termed
mountainous, but want of timber gives the hills less cluim to the
appellation of mountains,  They are watered and created as it were
by the vurious branches of the Kans river.  One of those branches,
a stream of considerable maguitude (say 20 yards) which 1 bave de-
signated on the churt by the nume of the Saline—waus so salt at
where we crossed it, on our route to the Arkansaw, that it salied
sulliciently, the soup of the meat which wmy men boiled in it.  We
were here, very elipgilly situated, had a fresh spring, issuing froma
bank nearus ; plenty of the necessarvies of life ail around, viz : buf-
talo ; a beautiful little sugrar loaf hill, for « look out post; fine grass
fov our horses ; and a saline in front of us.  As you approach the
Arkansaw (on this route) within 15 or 20 miles the COuntry uppears
to be low and swampy ; orthe land is covered with ponds extending
out from the river same distance. The river at the place where T
struck ity is nearly 500 yards wide, from bank to huank. Those
banks not more than four feet high, thinly covered with cotton wood.,
‘The north side a swampy low prairie, and the south a sandy sterile
desert.  From thence, about half way to the mountains, the coun-
try continued the low prairie hills, with scarcely any streams putting
1nto the river ; and on the bottom many bare spots, on which when
the sun is in the meridian, is congealed a species of salt, sufficiently
thick to be accwmmulated, but it is so strongly impregnated with nitric
qualities, as to render it unfit for use until purificd, The grass in
this district on the river bottoms, has a great appearance of the
grass on our salt marshes. From the first south fork (sce chart) the
borders of the river have more wood, and the Lills are higher, until
you arrive at its entrance, into the mountains. The whole of the
iimber is cotton wood, from the entrance of the Arkansaw, in the
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mountains, to its source, a distance of about 170 miles ; (by the
meanders) it is alternately bounded by perpendicular precipicesin
small barrow prairies, on which the buffalo and etk have found the
means to arrive, and are almost sccure from danper, from their des .
troyer—DNun.

In muny places the river precipitates itself over rocks, <o as at
onie moment (o be visible only in the foaning and boiling of its wa-
ters ; at the next moment it disappears inthe charms of the o'er
harging precipices.

‘The Arkansaw river, taking its meanders apreeably to Lt
Wilkinson’s survey of the lower part, is 1981 miles from its cn-
trance inte the Mississippi to the mountains, and from thenee to s
source 192 miles, making its total lenpth 2,173 miles, all of
which may be navigated with proper boats, constructed for the
purposc ; cxcept the 192 miles in the meuntaing. It has cmpty-
ing into ity several small rvivers navigable for 100 wiles and
upwards.® - Boats bound wp the whole length of the navi-
tich, should cmbark at its entrancey on the Ist of Pebruary ;
when they would have the fresh quite to the mountains, and meet
with no detention,  But if they should start Jater, they would find
the river 1500 miles up nearly dry. It has one sinpnlarity, which
struck me very foreibly at first view, bhut on reflection, I am induced
to believe it is the sane case with all the vivers whieh run thiooph
A low, dry,and sundy soil in warm climates.  ‘This T observed to e
the case with the Rio del Norte, viz: for the extent of 4 or 500
miles before you arvive near the mountains, the bed of the river s
extensive, and a perfect sand bar, which at certain scasons is dry ;
at least the water i3 standing in ponds, not aflording suflicient to
procuve a vunning course.  When you come nearer the mauntains,
you find the river contracted, a grayelly hottom, and a decp naviga-
ble stream. From these circumstances it is evident, that the sandy
sotl imbihes all the waters which the sourees project from the mon
tains, and renders the river (in diy scasons) ess navigable Ave .
dred miles ; than 200 miles from its source, The borders of the
Arvkonsaw river may be termed the paradise (terrestrial) of our ter-
ritories, for the wwandering savages.,  OF all countrics ever vistted by
the {ootsteps of civitized man, there never was one probahly that
produced game in greater abundance, and we know that the man-
ners and morals of the erratic nutions, are such (the reasons [ lesvo
1o be given by the ontologists) as never to give them a numerous

* Sce Lt. Wilkinson's report of the lower Arkange.,
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population ; and T belicve that there are buffulo, elk, and deer suf-
ficient on the banks of the Arkansaw alone, if used without waste,
to feed all the savages in the United States territory onc century.
By the route of the Avkansaw and the Rio Colorado of California,
Tam confident in asserting (if my information from Spanish gentle-
men of information is correct) there can be established the best
communication on this side the Tsthmus of Darien between the At-
lntic and Pacific oceans, as, admitting the utmost, the land carriage
vould not be more than 200 miites, and the route may he made quite
a5 eligible as our public high ways over the Alleghany mountains.
The Rio Celorado is to the great Gulph of California, what the
Mississip.pi is to the Gulph of Mexico, and is navigable for ships of
considerable burden, opposite 10 the upper part of the province of
Senora,

From the Arkansaw to the Rio del Norte (the route I passecd)
the country was covered with mountains of small praivies, (s per
chart) but the game became much more scarce owing to the vicinity
of the Spanish Indians and the Spaniards themsclves.

lu this western ¢raverse of Louisiang, the following general
obscrvations may be made, viz: that from the Missouri to the head
of the Osage river, a distance in a straight line of probably 300 miles,
the country will admit ol a numerous, extensive and compact popu-
ion; from thence on the rivers Kanses, La Platte, Avkuansaw, and
theie various branches, It appears to me to be only frowsidle, to in-
truduce a limited population on their bunks.,  Fhe inbabitunts woukd
find 1t most to their advantage, 1o pay sttention to the multiplication
of cattle, horses, sheep, and goats; all of which they can ruise in
sbundance, the earth producing spontancously sufficient for their sup-
porty both winter and summer, by which means their htpds iy ht
become immensely nunerous ; but the wood now in the country,
would not be suflicient for w moderate share of population, more
than 15 years, and then it wonld be out of the question to think of
usings any ol it i wmanuiietories, consequently their houses would
be built entively of mud-brick (like those in New Spain' or of the
brick manufactured with v, Buot possibly time may make the dis-
covery of coal mines, which would render the conntry hubitable.

The source of the Lu Platte, ts situated in the same chain of
mounitaing with the Arkansaw, (see chart) and comes from that grand
ceservolr of snows and fountuins which gives bivth on its north eus-
toriy side to the Red viver ;¥ of the Missourd, (its great south wes-

* The ycllow stone river of Lewis
16



8 APPENDIX TO PART il

tern branch) and the La Platte ; on its south western side, it pro-
duces the Rio Colorado of California; on its cast the Arkuansaw,
and on its south the Rio del Norte of North Mexico. T have no
Licsitation in asserting, that I can take a position in the mountains
from whence I can visit the source of any of those rivers in one
day.

Numerous have been the hypothesis formed by various natura-
lists, to account for the vast tract of untimbered country which lics
between the waters of the Missouri, Mississippi, and the western
(Qccan,y from the mouth of the latter river to the 48° north lutitude.
Although not flattering myself to be able to clucidate that, which
numbers of bighly scientific characters, have acknowleged to be
beyond their depth of research; still, I would not think 1 had done
my country justice, did I not give birth to what few lights my exa-
mination of those internal descrts has enabled me to acquire.  In
that vast country of which we speuk, we find the soil generally dry
and sandy, with gravel, and dJdiscover that the moment we approuch
a stream, the land becomes more humid with small timber; |
therefore conclude, that this country never was timbered, as fromn
the carliest age, the aridity of the soil having so few water courses
running through ity and they being principally dey in summer, has
never afforded moistare suflicient to support the growth of timber.
In all timbered land, the annual discharge of the leaves, with the
continual decay of old trees and branches, ereates a manwre and
nmioisture, which is preserved from the heat of the sun not being;
permitted to direct bis rays perpendicularly, but only to shed them
obliquely through the foliage.  But here a barren soily, pavched and
dricd np for eight months in the year, presents neither moisture nor
putrition sufficient, to nourish the timber. Thesc vast pluins of
the western hemisphere, may become in time cqually celehrate!
as the sandy desarts of Afvica; for Isaw in my route, in various
plices, tracts of many leagues, where the wind had thrown up the
sand, in all the fanciful forms of the occan’s rolling wave, and on
which not aspeck of vegetable matter existed.

Jut from these immense praivies may arise one great advantape
to the United States, viz: The restriction of our population to
some certain limits, and thereby a continnation of the union.  Qur
citizens heing so prone to rumbling and extending themselves, on
the frontiers, will, through necessity, be constrained to Hnnt theis
extent on the westy to the borders of the Missouri and Mississippi,
while titey leave the prairies incapable of cultivation to the wander-
ing: and uncivilized aborigines of the country.  The Osape bndion




