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The Powder Keg 
A BANG IN EVERY ITEM 

VOL. 1. NO. XXXIV U. S. NAVAL AMMUNITION DEPOT, HASTINGS, NEBR.  April 28, 1944 
 
(Left column) 
Eleven Depot-ites To Recruit Workers in Other States 
 Eleven men, formerly employed on the area at the Depot are leaving this week for 
Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri and Oklahoma for recruiting of laborers for the Depot. 
 All but one of the men have been employed on the Depot for several months, and know 
the labor conditions here. For the past week, they have been undergoing special recruiting 
training, visiting all parts of the Depot, Spencer Park and other housing projects in Hastings. All 
are former salesmen. 
 Two men, Edmund R. Gnuse and Keith E. Mowrer, went to St. Paul and Minneapolis 
Tuesday of this week. 
 Two other men are leaving today for other communities in Minnesota. They are George 
A. Swartz and Arnold R. Rasmussen, who will begin recruiting Monday. 
 Noah Broken Leg, who has been ammunition mailman on the Depot for several months, 
will leave tomorrow to recruit laborers from the Indian reservations in South Dakota. 
 Six men are leaving today to recruit in Missouri and Oklahoma; they will meet with the 
regional employment office in Kansas City tomorrow, and will begin recruiting Monday. 
 They are Albert G. Lewis, Frank G. Coover Jr., Clifford C. Cameron, Eugene A Peetzke, 
Glenn C. Williams and Clifford U. Coulter. Mr. Coulter came from recruiting service before he 
became Depot representative. 
 The recruiters are under auspices of the civilian personnel director, Lt. H. A. Dickson, 
and his assistant, Lt. (jg) John F. Alexander. 
 
Three Depot Workers Prove Patriotism 
 To the list of patriotic Depot workers must be added the names of three badge-wearers 
who are among the many buying bonds in excess of their 10 per cent. 
 John M. Gibson of the maintenance plumbing shop has $75 deducted from his pay 
check every week so that he can buy a $100 bond. 
 During March, Edward A. Mariska of the carpenter shop laid down $2,700 in cash for 
war bonds. 
 Donna Vestal invested $500 during April for war bonds. 
 
(Top center & right column) 
Eight Streets in Bomb and Mine Area Named In Memory of Victims of Recent Accident 
There 
(Map of new streets) 
Caption: Streets in the Bomb and Mine Area of the Depot have been named for the eight persons who 
lost their lives in the recent accident there. This map shows the names of the streets and their locations 
within the area. 
 
 Eight streets in the Bomb and Mine loading area have been named for the persons who 
lost their lives in an accident in that area several weeks ago. 
 The streets are shown in the diagram at the left. 
 Persons who are remembered in the memorial are LaVerne Tompkins, Vera Conant, 
Sara Mitchell, Norris Frey, Mary McQuaid, Keith Mathiasen, Lois Adams and Chester Curtis. 
 A white marker, with the name of the street in black and a gold star in the corner, will be 
used to designate each of the newly named streets.  
 Ashes of five of the missing, Lois Adams, Vera Conant, Mary McQuaid, Keith Mathiasen 
and LaVerne Tompkins, are buried in the Depot cemetery south of Inland. 
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 The other three were buried in other cemeteries near Hastings. 
 
(Bottom center column) 
Wives of Army, Navy, Marine Servicemen  
Among Workers on Depot 
 Wives of servicemen who are stationed on the Depot, at the Harvard Army Air Field or 
who are overseas are among employees of the Depot. 
 To recognize these women, who are working to speed the day when their husbands and 
other servicemen will return, the POWDER KEG prints a partial list of these women here. Other 
lists will be printed later. 
 

Marines: 
 Naomi L. Bush (Mrs. T.L.), Doris Hickman (Mrs. Richard), Catherine Hipp (Mrs. Arthur 
W.), Neta K. Ambrose (Mrs. John W.), Margaret L. Franco (Mrs. Anthony D.), Phyllis J. 
Wamsley (Mrs. Stanley J.), Ruby V. Foy (Mrs. Edward L.), Florence Jackson (Mrs. Sedric H.), 
Bernice Warner (Mrs. Vern D.), Ruth Nolten (Mrs. Charles F.), Elaine Philbrook (Mrs. John B.), 
Janet Van Slyke (Mrs. William J.) 

Navy: 
 Dorothy Ferguson (Mrs. D. C.), Juanita Taylor (Mrs. W. W.), Peggy Dowling (Mrs. 
Edward J.), Jean Heller (Mrs. D. B. ), Julia Dwonch (Mrs. R. T.). 

Army: 
 Madeline Williamson (Mrs. Robert), Jeanne Henninger (Mrs. Richard). 
 
Emery-Van Buskirk Take ‘Minton Doubles 
 Lts. (jg) D. Emery and R. G. Van Buskirk are doubles champs among the Depot 
badminton-playing officers, winning over the Yott-Lott duo Tuesday afternoon. 
 Singles tournament among the officers will begin soon. 
 
(Bottom right column) 
Three Officers Visit Depot this Week 
 Three officers, one of them from the army, visited the Depot the past week. 
 2nd Lt. A. A. Reams, United States army officer, came here from New York. Ensign K. S. 
Dunkin reported aboard for temporary duty on the Depot, coming here from Great Lakes, Ill. 
 Lt. John H. Jeffries, insurance officer for the Ninth Naval District, stopped in this week 
from Doane College, Crete, where he visited the college V-12 program. 
 
100 Car Stickers Out  
Must Be in by 1 May 
 More than one hundred Depot car owners have only until Monday to cash in their NAD 
red and blue stickers for refunds, the security office reports. 
 Owners of cars bearing the labels should go to the security office, where they will 
receive their $1.50 refund and the car sticker will be removed from the windshield. 
 


